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One of the little annoyances with this case is how assumptions are made based on a particular person’s 
ideas of how an individual or agency should have acted. Sometimes such assumptions morph in to 
accepted fact by virtue of repetition. 
 
And these types of assumptions are rife when discussing the CIA. If we have to speculate, let’s at least 
speculate based on how operatives, officers, agents and operations actually work by looking at various 
tradecraft terms and methodologies and see if we can use those to determine anything about Oswald. 
 

Accommodation Address (AA) or Mail Drop (MD) 
A cut-out address/coordinate/place used to receive mail. Mail may be held for pick-up or 
forwarded to other location. Provides "distance" between agent and whoever is running 
him/her. Might the Paines, PO boxes and theaters meet this definition? 
 
Agent 
Agents are run by case officers and may be witting or unwitting as to who they are really 
working for. Such operations that include the running of an agent must necessarily include 
meetings for the purpose of debriefing, the provision of training, and provision of moral, 
technical and financial support. Does this explain anything about some of Oswald’s behavior? 
Let’s leave aside the putative meeting between Philips and Oswald because that is proof of 
nothing except the wishful thinking of some in the research community.  Case Officers simply do 
not meet with the agents they are running out in the open (see also “bona fides”, “clandestine 
communication arrangements” and “cutouts”). When meetings are required, they would be 
conducted in a safe house or in some other place away from any possible scrutiny. 
 
Agent recruitment 
A recruitment attempt is only done after a longish period of assessment 
(surveillance/background checks/face to face interviews/psych evaluations), vetting processes 
and development by a case officer (or team). A potential agent's motivation and 
vulnerabilities are the keys to successful recruitment. What opportunities were there to conduct 
this type of assessment of Oswald and what motivations and vulnerabilities did he have that 
could be exploited in order to use him?  Could he have been assessed in New York as a teen – 
Youth House in particular?  In the Civil Air Patrol by someone like Ferrie? In the Marines? In the 
Soviet Union?  His motivations and vulnerabilities are debatable with one side claiming they are 
key to his personality, with the other side claiming those to be part of a “legend”; a fake 
persona.  A third option might be that his motivations and vulnerabilities enumerated through 
the records were real and almost inevitably led to exploitation as an unwitting asset or agent. 
  
Backstopping 
The extent and degree of protection given when using an alias, false documentation, phony 
address, or when employed through a "front" company. When there is little or no 
"backstopping", an alias is referred to as a "throwaway" - this type to be used only once or twice 
for a single purpose then discarded. Backstopping might include what is referred to in the trade 
as "pocket litter". Driver's license, library card, army papers etc. A phony address might be 
backstopped with phony receipts, utility accounts, or even say just the say-so of a landlord/lady. 
The extent of backstopping will determine how long the false name, address or business "front" 
will hold.  Is any "backstopping" or the use of "throwaways" discernible in the life of Oswald? 



Scrawls on bits of paper being fobbed as proof of residence, the say-so of landladies and 
landlords, a pay docket of a former resident of one address allegedly found on Oswald, and 
Oswald’s name hand-written in the margin of a utilities file could all constitute “backstopping” – 
placing Oswald in addresses where he never stayed. Was the name “O.H Lee” an example of a 
throwaway alias? In my opinion, no.  There is another explanation for that name. There was 
indeed a “H. Lee” (Herbert Lee) living at the North Beckley address. What if this Mr. Lee resided 
in room “O”? When written down, might that not read “O  H. Lee”? Herbert’s middle name 
happened to be Leon and according to his obit, it was the name he preferred to use. A very, very 
interesting individual. 
 
What about AJ Hidell? This name was almost certainly a false name being used by others and 
made to look like an Oswald alias, post-assassination.  The weapons for example, could have 
been ordered and collected by a female since only initials were used with the surname in the 
ordering. Likewise, the FPCC flyers stamped J Hidell were used only once – that being on the 
wharf in New Orleans.  This was undoubtedly done by another person.  Oswald later stated that 
h was contacted by Hidell and asked o take over the distribution. From that point on, they were 
stamped in Oswald’s name.  
 
It was the fake Selective Service card in the name of Alec James Hidell that Oswald had among 
his possessions that sealed his fate more than anything else. But testimony shows the high 
likelihood that he made this card at Jaggers-Chilles-Stovall as practice using the complex 
photographic equipment, not as part of any spy games. Moreover, he probably made it in his 
own name, with police changing it to “Alec James Hidell post arrest in order to link Oswald to 
the ordering of the weapons. 
 
Backup 
An alternative plan should the first fail. Can be used in reference to communications, "dead 
drops" or meeting locations.  Are any "backups" discernible in the life of Oswald?  This requires 
speculation, which I will leave to others. 
 
Black Operations 
Operations that are not attributable to the agency or government. They perforce, have strong 
elements of inbuilt deniability.  Contrary to what seems logical - not all such ops necessitate 
illegal activity.  Is there any evidence suggesting that Oswald was ever involved in this type of 
operation?  There is a lot of circumstantial evidence for this starting with his trip to the USSR. 
 
Bona Fides 
An agent or case officer meeting clandestinely for the first time must establish they have the 
right person. This can be done via a pre-arranged phrase ("the fishing in Alaska is good at this 
time of year'" type thing we've all seen in a thousand movies). It can also be done by showing a 
pre-arranged object to each other.  Is there any evidence of Oswald presenting "bona fides"? 
There is evidence of Oswald having bona fides in the form of a box-top. It really comes down to 
whether or not such evidence was planted. This evidence, along with the likely meeting place 
were both favorites of Soviet agents – suggesting to me the evidence was planted to implicate 
Oswald as being run by the KGB.  
 
Brush Pass (BP) 
A BP is a brief public contact to quickly pass on a film, report or other document type from one 



person to another. It requires split second timing at a prearranged spot - often utilizing some 
type of extra measure above and beyond just sleight-of-hand. This might include some type of 
temporary, but (non-suspicious or out-of-place) mundane screen, or a diversion. Are there any 
instances of a possible BP in the records?  This would require deep research and a lot of 
speculation. 
 
Burned 
This is the term used when an agent, asset, or facility, such as a safehouse, has been discovered. 
In the case of the latter, small tell-tale signs might be detected such as house-hold items out of 
place. Sometimes an asset or facility might be deliberately sacrificed to protect more important 
assets or facilities. Are there any signs of scorched earth along Oswald's trail? The landlord at 
Neely St claimed the apartment was broken into during October, 1963. It also cannot be ruled 
out that Oswald himself was “burned” on Nov 22. 
  
Carbon Paper 
Also known as MLI (More or Less Invisible), this was specially treated carbon paper used like 
normal carbon paper except that it left the copied message invisible. This piece of paper would 
then have a visible message written on it. When received, another chemical would be applied to 
reveal the invisible message.  Did Oswald have the capacity to pass or receive messages this 
way? Among Oswald’s belongings were the ordinary household chemicals and products which 
could be used to make “invisible” ink.   
 
Casuals 
Members of the public present during an actual operation or preparations for one. Such people 
are observed where practical, and always unobtrusively, to try and determine if any are 
members of hostile security forces, or in some way may pose a threat to the operation.  When is 
crowd surveillance for protection of a person and when is it for protection of an operation? 
 
Clandestine Communications Arrangements (CCA)  
Contact and communication between case officer and agent which has pre-arranged meaning, 
and which must be reviewed and updated regularly. Such methods must appear to be normal 
behavior of a type that should not arouse suspicion. Examples might be as simple as closing a 
blind, turning on a light, or putting a sale ad in a paper or on a bulletin board.  Is there any 
pattern with Oswald that might be suggestive off the use of such pre-arranged 
communications?   
 
Cover Stop 
A stop made to lend plausibility to being in a certain area at a certain time.  Any sign of one of 
these in the records? Ferrie and ice-skating? Ruby and Western Union? Potentially, there are 
many such examples in the records. Of course, at least some will have been genuine stops, even 
if otherwise hard to explain.  
 
Cutout 
usually a person (as opposed to a facility) that provides a level of distance and 
compartmentation between case officers and agents. Can any cutouts be identified in the 
records?  The usual possibility put forward for a “cutout” is John Hurt who Oswald is said to 
have attempted to contact Oswald in custody.  I cannot think of any other examples, and highly 



doubt about the validity of the Hurt claims. It is possible his address book holds information on 
cutouts yet to be deciphered. 
 
Dangle 
This is an agent who intentionally becomes known to another intelligence agency in the hope it 
will recruit him/her. Is there any evidence of "dangles" in the records? Was Oswald and/or 
Marina a "dangle"? There is more evidence for Marina having been a dangle than Oswald. A 
dangle, to be effective, does not give the impression of instability, as Oswald did. The 
speculation that Oswald was a dangle is therefore rendered moot. 
 
Dossier / 201 file 
A 201 file or dossier is always made for an agent, an agent in development or someone targeted 
for potential recruitment. It contains a complete personal history, and all cables and 
correspondence where the person is mentioned.  Oswald's 201 is a significant indicator of CIA 
interest. Going beyond that is speculative. 
 
Exceptional Approval (EA)  
An approval granted to agents or assets who are in reality, or are suspected of being, members 
of a leftist party or other extreme organization. This approval allows a station to develop and 
recruit from such groups.  Who might be CIA-connected and a genuine or suspected Leftists or 
extreme rightists? The Paines. The Hydes. Ferrie. White Russians. Various professors and 
lawyers, charity workers, missionaries and Cuban exiles of all political stripes. There are a lot of 
possibilities – including Oswald as a genuine Leftist 

 
False Flag Recruitment 
Recruitment of an agent to work for a foreign government when in fact he is wittingly or 
unwittingly reporting to the other side. This may be used for example, if it is discovered during 
recruitment that an individual is more motivated to render service to a foreign agency.   
Can any false flag recruitments be identified in the records? Oswald may have been vulnerable 
to such recruitment. 
 
Floater 
About the lowest level agent, a floater is used only occasionally for basic intelligence tasks.  Can 
any "floaters" be identified in the records? Was Oswald himself, a floater? 
 
Handle 
Means of control of an agent. It refers directly to the agent’s exploitable motivations and 
vulnerabilities. A supervisor may, for example, instruct a case officer that he needs to get a 
better "handle" on a particular agent. This instruction is not simply suggesting a quiet word in 
the agent’s ear that he needs to pull his head in. It is an instruction to find better ways of 
exploiting motivations and vulnerabilities to get him/her back into line.  Is there any evidence in 
the records indicating a possible tightening of screws on Oswald followed by a shift in his 
behavior? 
 
Hip Pocket Operation 
Despite what may be suggested in some books, a "hip pocket operation" refers only to a case 
officer spotting a "target" (a person of possible interest as a potential agent or asset) but not 
immediately reporting on this interest. Instead, the officer keeps such interest in his "hip 



pocket" until he becomes confident that something will come of the contact. This is done for 
mundane reasons - to cut down reporting which is time-consuming. Where our interest begins is 
when the Case Officer decides to not report at all, but runs the newly acquired agent on his 
own. This has now turned into a rogue operation.  Hip pocket operations are of no consequence 
to us unless they have turned "rogue". Such operations could only be pulled off at a high level. 
 
Inside Contact 
A Case Officer working inside the Station (usually the Embassy) who is responsible for 
communication and administration of a Non-Official Cover (NOC or Outside) Case Officer.  Is 
there anyone in the records who might fit that role? Sounds a lot like Richard Snyder to me… 
 
Institutional Agent 
An agent - usually (but not always) witting of his CIA associations - who can be handed off from 
case officer to case officer over a number of years.  Are there any indications that Oswald was 
an "institutional" agent?  Oswald can be connected to the FBI, ONI and CIA. All or none may be 
wholly accurate insofar as we have other options (for example, but not limited to the CAP 
“Loyalty Police”/ Internal Mobile Security Unit which itself may or may not have been run at 
arm’s length by one of the Alphabet agencies.  There are also private and corporate intelligence 
units to consider. 
 
Legend 
The details built around an individual to provide a false identity or cover. It may include forged 
documents, credit cards etc. that provide a depth and breadth to the "legend".  In the case of 
Oswald, the term "legend" has been conflated or confused with "operation". Was Oswald 
provided with a "legend", or was a false background largely created retrospectively to him? 
 
Liaison Operation 
An operation under the control of a friendly foreign agency where information is shared with 
the CIA. The CIA may provide financial and technical assistance as a means of exerting some 
influence in the op.  Are there indications of any liaison operations in the records? Yes. Most 
noticeably in Mexico City. 
 
Notional Agent (or Mole) 
A non-existent agent (or double agent) created to deceive or to cause misdirection in the actions 
of opposing forces. Any signs of any Notional Agents in these woodpiles? The “Oswald” in 
Mexico City in my opinion, was a type of Notional Agent.  
 
Operating Directive (OD) 
Assigned tasks given to stations by HQ. Staff from the top down, are rated in proficiency and 
fitness reports, on how well they have performed in carrying out their assigned ODs. These 
reports are the basis for promotion. To put it another way, there is no forward career path 
without having accomplished your ODs successfully.  Did any CIA officers who handled Oswald's 
file, or may have had actual interaction with Oswald, or who was involved in known operations 
in the Oswald orbit, have a career involving otherwise unexplained promotions or demotions? 
 
Pocket Litter 
Items carried in one's pockets to authenticate an alias (e.g. driver's license, passport, photos, 
letters etc.). Was Oswald a pocket litterer, or were his pockets creatively littered only via 



paperwork for the purpose of framing him and potentially linking him to a foreign agency and 
certain weapons? I believe it was the latter. 
 
Provocation Agent  
An agent under the control of a security service who is specifically dangled or made attractive to 
the “other side” as an agent. The provocation agent is a type of double agent and usually has a 
specific agenda to provoke the opposition service to take some action or not take some action. 
Also called Provocateur. This is most likely the role of the person using Oswald’s name in Mexico 
City. 
 
Pseudonym  
The name the CIA gives to every agency employee that is used in all official correspondence 
within the agency to replace the true name. When an employee joins the CIA, he receives this 
name and keeps it throughout his career unless a security breach necessitates that he be given a 
new one.  Oswald was not an “agency employee”.it is noted that David Atlee Phillips used more 
than one pseudonym within the agency, indicating he had been the subject of at least one 
security breach. 
 
Quickie   
A meeting called at the last minute usually meant to last only seconds or minutes to pass 
documents or money, or brief instructions – but not for debriefings. There are instances in the 
records where this may have occurred, or was meant to occur, such as inside the Texas Theatre. 
This is almost written in stone for some, largely based on an interview with a late-arriving 
witness by a conspiracy author.  What was described actually rules this out. The description of 
the scene given was the stuff of spy parody, not reality. What is far more likely is that a box-top 
was placed into evidence as being found on Oswald. Such a box-top was to be used by a 
member of the Rosenberg ring for identification at a quickie meeting in a movie theatre.  That 
meeting was aborted, but the alleged (and disputable) details came out during the trial. The Cox 
box-top in evidence, would have been an ace up the sleeve of prosecutors had a communist 
conspiracy been pursued. 
 
Rabbit  
The surveillant, the one being pursued by the hounds. This was Oswald once Roy Truly named 
him as a missing employee. 
 
Rogue Operation  
When a case officer fails to eventually report his hip pocket operation to the Station. This is 
seriously out of bounds. But sometimes a Chief of Station (COS) himself will run a rogue 
operation and never report the contact to CIA headquarters. When you get into the level of the 
Super Grades you can get away with a lot (see also “hip pocket operation”) 
 
Rolled Up  
When a hostile security service has detected and neutralized an agent or technical operation. 
This happened in Moscow on the day of Oswald’s arrival when Russell Langelle was caught 
exchanging notes with Pyotr Popov on a bus. Popov was executed, Langelle was expelled from 
the country.  
 
Stringer  



Not to be confused with a print media stringer although the meaning is similar and working as a 
newspaper stringer would be good cover for an agency stringer.   A low-level agent who does 
occasional work for an intelligence service (See also “Floater”) 
 
Support Agent  
An agent who provides services to support an agent or case officer but does not necessarily 
provide intelligence information. Support agents may be safehouse keepers, couriers, live drops, 
etc. A lot of possibilities here in the Oswald story. The US Embassy in Moscow – aka the CIA 
station – had a number of external support agents aiding various operations.  
 
Troll  
To go out spotting targets usually in a social venue such as cocktail parties, bars, dinner parties, 
official functions, etc. Case officers and access agents frequently troll areas where targets of 
interest are known to congregate. This was and remains a common method of identifying 
targets. Were some parties attended by the Oswald’s from late 1962 through early 1963 set up 
for this or similar purposes? 
 
Unwitting                                                                                                                                                       
 When an agent does not have knowledge that he is reporting to the CIA. He is usually told that 
he is working as a consultant for a US consulting company for whom his case officer is working. 
(See also False Flag recruitment). 
 
Conclusions 
Oswald was “spotted” by David Ferrie for intelligence work (a process of evaluation which, 
though not covered here, may have begun years earlier through Edwin Ekdahl (who will be 
shown at a later date to have been ONI), and continued though psych evaluation at Youth 
House, all culminating and coming to fruition in the Marines (see also Lee Oswald and the 
Russian Language). 
 
It is not credible that Oswald was ever a dangle. It is not credible that he ever had a meeting 
with David Atlee Phillips. It is not credible that he ever attempted to phone John Hurt or that 
John Hurt was his “cut-out”. After his stay in the Soviet Union, it is likely that Oswald was used 
as a floater and/or unwitting asset. 
 
His putative status as a fully-fledged CIA agent is not credible. It partly comes from evidence 
planted post-assassination to incriminate him, because this same evidence has also been 
interpreted as proof that he was indeed an agent – e.g., the fake Hidell card, the box-top and 
other ephemera. Likewise, his actions in New Orleans regarding the FPCC are somewhat 
misunderstood – these actions should rather be seen as Oswald being manipulated for 
operations unrelated to the assassination. And of course, Mexico City. Hard medical evidence 
shows that this was not Oswald – and could not have been Oswald.  Although again outside the 
evidence presented here, it has to be noted that the operations in Mexico City merely made use 
of Oswald’s name and background for purposes unrelated to the assassination (although 
attempts were made by the likes of Phillips to link it to the assassination post Nov 22, 1963).  Ny 
operation that needed anyone to believe it was the Oswald in Mexico City – as would be the 
case if this had been related to the assassination – would have actually used a very good like-
alike. Certainly not someone smallerr, older, or bigger, broader. 
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In short, Oswald served a number of purposes for a number of people and agencies – 
sometimes wittingly, sometimes not. His final purpose was most definitely an unwitting one – 
that as patsy in a Presidential assassination.  
 
Anyone who believes that Oswald is an irrelevant distraction either reads too many spy novels 
or loves parlor games. 
 
Many murder cases get reopened by proving the accused was innocent. It is a tried-and-true 
method of forcing cases to be re-examined.  
 
There are far fewer examples of a proliferation of conspiracy theories forcing authorities hands.  
The formation of the HSCA is a rare example and was a one-shot deal.  
 
In a review of the movie “10 Rillington Place” by Variety, John Hurt was praised foe his 
“remarkably subtle and fascinating performance as the bewildered young man who plays into 
the hands of both the [real] murderer and the police."[. 
 
That bewildered young man was Tim Evans, framed by his neighbor for murder and led by police 
into false incrimination and hanged as a result. He was finally pardoned many years later after a 
book made the case for his complete innocence. I note this in the hope that the well-intentioned 
souls who are pursuing legal grounds for reopening the case will cease and desist offering up 
Oswald as a sacrificial lamb via painting him as witting cog in the plot. It stunk the first time 
when Henry Wade and the DPD were laying the groundwork of Oswald as Communist agent. It 
stunk in every book, movie and documentary that has Oswald as doing the dirty work of the CIA, 
the Mafia or Fidel Castro. It stinks even worse as a legal tactic now, not least because it is not 
true.  
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