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Preface 
Fakes attempting to insert themselves into significant historical events have 
probably been with us for as long as known history itself.  
 
In the 20th century the phenomenon became most prevalent, or at least most 
noticeable, after WWII, though fake veterans of the US Civil War were not 
uncommon.  By the late 1990s, the internet was being used to expose fake 
Vietnam veterans. Thousands of them. 
 
One such fake was the subject of a Las Angeles Times story published on May 31, 
1999. It involved a man named Donald R. Nicholson, an erstwhile respected and 
retired small town police chief who used his military bearing and a swag of 
medals purchased from a memorabilia dealer, to easily talk his way into 
membership of the Clermont County Vietnam Veterans of America. Here, he lived 
the lie to the hilt, regaling other members with tales of being a prisoner of war 
and giving talks at schools. 
 
When he was exposed, it was found that there was a small kernel of truth to his 
story. A very small kernel. He had served in the Navy but had never served in 
Vietnam and was living in Florida at the time he claimed to be a POW. As the story 
put it so succinctly, he was a prisoner only of his fertile imagination. 
 
The reasons (as general rules) for the behavior were covered in the following two 
paragraphs: 
 

Some are con artists using glory as a cover for their crimes. Some are 
politicians and businessmen eager to pad their resumes. But many are 
ordinary men with a consuming need for recognition, whose tall tales spin 
into fantasy lives replete with forged papers, fake medals and surplus 
uniforms. 
 
“They do it for all sorts of reasons,” said Loren Pankratz, a clinical 
psychologist in Portland, Ore., who encountered scores of war fakers during 
a medical assignment with the Veterans Administration hospital there. “It’s 



a spectrum. There are losers, pathological types, guys trying to impress 
women. What they all have in common is this internal need to impress 
themselves and a feeling of power that they can pull it off.” 

 
The Kennedy assassination has likewise attracted its share of fakes, some trying to 
impress others or themselves with confessions of being plotters or shooters (e.g. 
Carlos Marcello, James Files), some who think they are entitled to 15 minutes and 
have been robbed of it (Beverly Oliver, Gordon Ferrie), some running scams, 
whether to impress or to profit (Evan Marshal, Robert Groden), and some who 
have simply continued being what they had always been; professional liars (E. 
Howard Hunt, Antonio Veciana).   
 
Ms. Baker on the other hand, does not fit neatly into any one category and may 
cover more than one, with an overlay of personality or psychological issues.  She 
is in a league of her own, claiming to have had an affair with Lee Oswald and that 
they were both part of an underground lab trying to perfect a cancer which could 
be delivered to Fidel Castro.  Assassination by cancer. The other main claim is that 
Oswald had infiltrated a plot to assassinate Kennedy and that was why he got the 
job at the Texas School Book Depository.  
 
Like some of the fake war heroes, she has gone to great lengths to backstop her 
stories and can produce historical flotsam and jetsam as evidence; the value being 
in the alleged historical context.  
 
Judyth Vary Baker is the poster child (or more properly, Granny) of the nascent 
fake witness industry and she has a huge online following which has all the 
hallmarks of being a cult, down to defending her word on any matter as Gospel 
and topping up her bank account on request.  
 
Creative Nonfiction 
The 1990s saw the growth of what was previously known simply as memoirs 
being reborn under the new banner – creative nonfiction - and expanded to 
include biographies and histories of others. A prime example of the memoir 
version of the genre was the incredibly successful Angela’s Ashes (1996).  The first 
known example of the genre in the JFK literature was the story of Charles Rogers, 
titled The Man on the Grassy Knoll (1992). In fact, in researching this article, I 
came across a completely different book with the same title, published in 2011 



and purporting to be the memoir of the real JFK assassin and credited as being 
written by “Unknown”. Reviews show that some readers believed it to be the 
truth. The following year, it was republished under the title of Something has 
Happened in the Motorcade, this time under the author’s real name, George 
Poncy and clearly labelled as fiction.  It is a pity that Ms. Baker did not have a 
similar spontaneous burst of honesty after her book was first published. 
 
A potted list of modern creative nonfiction titles now known to be fake histories: 
 

 Mutant Message Down Under by Marla Morgan. Morgan was forced to 
concede her account of living with a nomadic tribe of Indigenous 
Australians was totally fabricated when a group Indigenous Elders traveled 
to the US and confronted her. Unfortunately, the damage had already been 
done with the book being a best-seller in the US and European markets. 

 

 The Hand that Signed the Paper by Helen Darville using the pen-name 
Helen Demidenko. This was published as the authentic autobiography of a 
student who discovers her family’s bleak war time history as peasants in 
the Ukraine under Stalinism, followed by their liberation via the Nazi 
invasion. The deception was uncovered by the media who discovered the 
author’s real name and that she had no Ukraine heritage whatsoever. She 
was the daughter of British immigrants to Australia. 
 

 The Honored Society by Michael Pelligrino using the pen-name Michael 
Gambino. Pelligrino obtained a $500,000 advance for the book by 
convincing the publisher he was the grandson of Mafia boss, Carlo 
Gambino. Pelligrino then paid for the book to be ghost-written. The book 
was pulled after the Gambino family exposed the fraud. 
 

Others include books falsely claimed to be Holocaust memoirs, with another 
popular theme in the fake stakes being childhood abuse.  
 
Many of these false histories initially received not only high critical acclaim, but a 
swag of literally awards. 
 
Doings at the University of Louisiana 
Judyth took a course in this genre at the University of Louisiana under the 



tutelage of Luis Urrea, himself a gifted exponent of the style. Judyth would later 
state in a draft of her manuscript that “I learned how to better recreate my 
memories into the most accurate reconstruction of the actual events. Urrea’s 
creative nonfiction works successfully bring to life his own extraordinary 
experiences and include reconstructed dialogues. I have used Urrea’s methods in 
reconstructing the events between April and December of 1963 in that same 
manner.” 
 
In understanding “that same manner”, we need to consider literary critic, Barbara 
Lounsbury’s book “The Art of Fact” where she describes the four constitutive 
characteristics of the genre. 
 

1. Documentable subject matter chosen from the real world, as opposed to 
invented from the writer's mind. This means that the topics and events 
discussed in the text verifiably exist (or once did exist) in the real world 

 
2. Exhaustive research which allows writers "novel perspectives on their 

subjects" and "also permits them to establish the credibility of their 
narratives through verifiable references in their texts" 
 

3. The scene: the importance of describing and revivifying the context of 
events in contrast to the typical journalistic style of objective reportage 
 

4. Fine writing: a literary prose style 
 
In sum, to be considered “creative nonfiction”, we need, in the words of 
Lounsbury, "verifiable subject matters and exhaustive research [to] guarantee the 
nonfiction side of literary nonfiction; [while] the narrative form and structure 
disclose the writer's artistry; and finally, its polished language reveals that the 
goal all along has been literature." 
 
Verifiable evidence 
To meet the nonfiction element, Baker has used an array of bric-a-brac that 
proves nothing beyond what each item itself suggests. For instance, an old New 
Orleans bus ticket only verifies she used buses or obtained a relevant bus ticket 
from a collector. It does not prove she rode busses with Oswald.  News clippings 
of her attending a high school science fair only verifies she was an excellent 



student. It does not verify she was then mentored and brought into underground 
cancer research by Alton Oschner. Having a pay stub from Reily Coffee Company 
dated Aug 9 only verifies she worked for the same company as Oswald soon after 
he had left. It does not verify that she had an affair with Oswald. You can go 
through each item and get the same (non) verification. This alone rules her books 
out as being creative nonfiction and puts them squarely in the realm of historical 
fiction. But pressing on… 
 
Extensive research 
To what extent Judyth researched her subject matter prior to “going public” is not 
known. She claims it was none whatsoever. What is verifiable is that she used JFK 
forums to contact researchers, looking for support in her quest for widespread 
acceptance. She guessed correctly that the bait of a self-proclaimed new witness 
with literally a killer story, would get some readers suspending disbelief and it 
would grow from there.  She found such initial support from Martin Shackleford 
and Howard Platzman. Shackleford then acted as both gatekeeper for Judyth and 
her story. One way in which this was achieved was by requesting that other 
researchers test her by sending him questions for her to answer. He would then 
pass on the reply. This gave her access to an increasing number of researchers 
and, importantly, to their knowledge base, which she could then trawl through for 
anything she could incorporate into her growing narrative. I will recount my 
personal experience with this process later in the article. 
 
Recreating scenes  
This is where research (or personal memory) is supposed to meet creativity.  It is 
also where journalism meets entertainment. Judyth Baker has taken the concept 
to a whole new level, especially regarding recreated conversations. 
 



This is one example from the 2011 edition of Me and Lee: how I came to know, 
love and lose Lee Harvey Oswald 

   
This is simply unbelievable on every level, 
from the notion that Oswald modelled 
himself on the Scarlet Pimpernel, to the 
recreated conversations, to the notion that 
anyone, pre-assassination, considered 
Oswald “stupid” or a “worthless fool”. 
Those are post-assassination epithets 
meant to help portray him as a lone 

assassin trying to stake his place in history and get back at everyone who thought 
him worthless.  
 
From fellow Marine, Richard Call: “It was difficult to tell how intelligent Oswald 
was, because of his refusal to communicate. It was clear, however, that Oswald 
wanted to be thought of as intelligent.” Just about every Marine interviewed had 
similar comments. Some saying he was intelligent, others like Call saying he 
wanted to be thought of as intelligent - the opposite of Baker’s claim. 
 
Helen Cunningham from the Texas Employment Commission testified that 
Oswald’s “aptitude test indicates that there is some [potential for writing] because 
the verbal score is high and the clerical score is high, but my concern was primarily 
to meet this family's need.” Clearly Oswald was not trying to appear stupid in 
those tests. 
 
John Graef of Jaggers-Chiles-Stovall testified that Oswald was the best of the 
three or four applicants sent by the Texas Employment Commission. 
 
Roy Truly testified that Oswald seemed to be intelligent and smart and a hard 
worker.  Again, the exact opposite of Baker’s claim. 
 
Richard Stuckey testified in New Orleans, that Oswald “appeared to be a very 
logical, intelligent fellow, and the only strange thing about him was his 
organization. This was, seemed, incongruous to me that a group of this type or he 
should associate with a group of this type, because he did not seem the type at all, 
or at least what I have in my mind as the type. I would like to mention this. I was 



arrested by his cleancutness. I didn't expect this at all. I expected a folk-singer 
type, something of that kind, somebody with a beard and sandals, and he said--I 
found this fellow, instead I found this fellow who was neat and clean, watched 
himself pretty well.”  No sign of “the demmed fool” here, either. Logical, 
intelligent, clean-cut.   
 
Baker’s claim is nonsense which she based on post-assassination revision by the 
authorities instead of personal knowledge. Moreover, as an Oswald biographer, I 
cannot even imagine the words she tributes to him ever having passed his lips.  
 
Fine writing: literary prose style 
The narrative form and structure constitute the “creative” part of the genre. I will 
not pass comment on her writing ability apart from suggesting that, if not for the 
claims that the story is true, sales numbers would be dismal – which is the case 
with the vast majority of attempts to weave a fictional narrative around the 
events of November 22, 1963.      
 
Judyth’s timeline 1991-2000  
Dec 1991: Oliver Stone’s JFK is released. It shows in detail, many of the aspects 
which would later be found in Judyth’s stories 
 
1996: Angela’s Ashes is published to wide critical and popular acclaim. It is a 
memoir written in the creative nonfiction genre by Frank McCourt. Judyth 
commences work in the English Faculty at the University of Louisiana at Lafayette 
where she meets Prof. Joe Riehl. Riehl has an interest in the Kennedy 
assassination and Judyth tells him of her “connection” to it via working at Reily’s. 
Riehl and Baker come to believe she has “repressed” memories which he helps 
her retrieve. Riehl also suggests she take Luis Urrea’s Creative Nonfiction classes 
where she learns to organize her memories and reconstruct events she has 
“recovered”. 
 
1998:  Does further creative writing study under the tutelage of famed African 
American author and Writer-In-Residence at the University of Louisiana, Ernest 
Gaines. Gaines’ novels are based in the rural folk culture in which he was raised.   
 
1999:  Angela’s Ashes goes into film production. In opens in December and during 
that same month, Judyth is looking to hire someone to investigate and document 



“her version of the Kennedy Assassination”. She approaches recently retired 
Assistant US Attorney and ex-FBI agent, Gerald Bertinot. Bertinot stated in a 2013 
online piece that “she claimed to have been the lover of Lee Harvey Oswald… she 
must have sensed or heard that I was in search of a new career. After spending 
many hours conversing with her and looking over many of her documents, I was 
not overly impressed with her claims, and politely declined her overtures.” “New 
career”? “Overtures”? It sounds like her pitch included big plans and a big payoff.  
 
2000: Having been rejected by Bertinot, she is picked up on the rebound by 
prominent JFK researcher Martin Shackleford and sidekick, Howard Platzman. 
Together with Joe Riehl and Lancer boss, Deborah Conway, they go to New 
Orleans and find Anna Lewis. They videotape an obviously heavily prepped Lewis 
“testifying” to double dating with Oswald and Baker. Lewis however still manages 
to miss her lines and is constantly prompted by someone out of the field of view.  
This experience cures Debra Conway of any further curiosity, but Shackleford and 
Platzman plow on.  Reihl stays very much in the background before finally 
dropping out of sight. 
 
Chasing the All-American Dream, post 2000 

 Platzman writes the book based on emails from Judyth (later scrapped after 
holes are poked in it online).  
 

 Attempts are made to stitch together a 60 Minutes contract.  After some 
interest and some psychological evaluations, 60 Minutes drops off. 
 

 2003, Judyth’s story is included in an episode of Nigel Turner’s “The Men 
Who Killed Kennedy”. This episode becomes unavailable for viewing 
following criticism, but it only adds to the self-created aura of persecution 
and martyrdom she revels in. 
 

 Between 2000 and the time of writing, Judyth has chewed through, or been 
dumped by countless supporters, financial backers and agents including 
wealthy Dutch businessman Wim Dankbaar, literary agent, Peter Cox, 
extreme conspiracist Jim Fetzer, other wealthy Europeans, and a cohort of 
researchers. Many of these continued to serve a purpose long after parting 
ways via being made the fall guys for a growing list of errors, 
inconsistencies and contradictions in her growing narrative. One example is 



that Peter Cox was blamed for the infamous Cancun debacle. Meanwhile 
Judyth was being courted by every conspiracy blogger, podcaster and radio 
show host in North America. It seemed the relentless attacks on her by arch 
conspiracy critic John McAdams and his friends were in fact, boosting her 
profile and popularity – the thinking being that if you are under attack by 
McAdams, you must be saying something right. The truth is though, that 
McAdams simply goes after the easy conspiracy targets.  
 

 Since 2000, she also claims to have intermittently lived in exile in Europe 
due to harassment and more seriously, attempts to injure or even kill her. 
Without being definitive, the former has included the hacking of her 
computer to alter emails (I have had personal experience of that claim with 
her) and the theft of the hard-drive from her computer (why not just take 
the whole computer to make it look like your average theft?), while the 
latter has included the placing of broken glass in a restaurant meal and a 
spider bite at an airport.  
 

 Judyth finally seems to have found a permanent home in the literary stable 
of Kris Milligan at Trine-Day publishing. Trine-Day churns out conspiracy 
pabulum by the truckload. Since teaming with Milligan, she has formed a 
company to produce JFK conferences throughout the year and as previously 
stated, has also amassed a huge following on Facebook consisting mainly of 
those on the Christian Right along with others on the fringes – including 
paranoid anti-globalists and UFO freaks. When confronted with facts about 
Judyth, these people have proven impervious – typical of those with broken 
epistemology.  

 

 Her conferences have been very successful, and she has attracted people 
like Peter Dale Scott, Cyril Wecht and Dick Russell to give talks among other 
big names. She has done this partially by offering to pay all expenses for 
speakers – something other conferences have simply never been able to 
afford to offer. The speakers named here have been warned that she is a 
fraud, and that they should refuse any future offers. Unfortunately, only 
Peter Dale Scott has heeded that warning. As some of these people are on 
the board of CAPA and others are CAPA members, it can be said that they 
have sown the seeds of the destruction of their own organization, with 
some members quitting in protest over the support given her – support she 



expertly exploits as some kind of endorsement of her claims and allowing 
growth of her “brand”.  
 
Dr Wecht is on record as stating that he does not care whether she slept 
with Oswald or not – that on the battlefield, he does not look around to see 
who is standing beside him – a statement that completely misses the point. 
When you stand beside historical frauds, you diminish history and you 
diminish yourself and your reputation. The only possible “winner” will be 
the person you are gifting your credibility to.  
 

My personal history with Judyth 
When Judyth first went public (via proxies), she invited researchers to send 
questions to test her through Martin Shackleford who, as already shown had 
taken her under his wing after she had failed to procure the services of any 
professional investigators.  
 
I took up the challenge. I knew something no one else did - something that could 
not be researched to find the answer. If Judyth got it right, there could be no 
doubt she not only had known Oswald but was also close to him.   
 
The question I put to her is immaterial right now, as is how I came about the 
information it was based on. What matters here is that it was obvious 
Judyth did try and research the answer (and thus got it wrong) as opposed to just 
admitting she didn't know. But getting it wrong did not disprove her story. As a 
result, and as is my usual practice, I gave her the benefit of the doubt, and we 
began a regular exchange of emails and information. 
 
During the period we were in touch, another task I undertook was being among 
those trying to ensure she could get her story out without the very strong and 
very persistent attacks launched from Lone Nut HQ led by John McAdams and 
from CT HQ led by Jack White.  It seemed the right thing to do. Everyone is 
entitled to tell their story in full so it can be properly evaluated without being 
attacked for it. She has well and truly accomplished that now with three 
published books and numerous websites. On that basis, she should no longer be 
protected from criticism, or hard questions. 
 



Our correspondence lasted about 3 years until my partner gave birth to twins in 
the remote city of Darwin in the tropical north of Australia. The twins came 3 
months prematurely and had the usual array of issues associated with that. 
Additionally, our families were thousands of miles away. We were on our own - 
first time older parents coping with two very sick little boys. I explained to Judyth 
what the situation was and that we could not keep going with our 
correspondence. Suddenly she was no longer lavishing me with praise (as she had 
been) but was now sending increasingly desperate and demanding emails wanting 
to know why I was ignoring her, even though I had already told her what was 
happening. Judyth now claims that it was not she who did that; that her email 
account had been hacked. This was to become a common excuse she used to 
cover a multitude of sins. Nothing that is detrimental to her claims, or to her 
personally, is ever her fault, or her doing.  
 
As stated, Judyth has now got three books out. One on her alleged affair with 
Oswald, one on David Ferrie and one on JFK and Oswald, and over the last few 
years I have been able to dispassionately assess some of her claims - and the 
woman herself.  
 
Firstly, pockets of my research ended up in her books. I wish she had not done 
that, but unlike others who have used my material, she did at least give credit.  
 
But the main issue is that she gave a cameo role to a person whom she knew 
nothing about - a person whose name and background details she had obtained 
from me during our correspondence. That was a huge red flag.  And as I now 
know, others have had similar experiences with her. If asked for an explanation, I 
have little doubt she has long refined her rote answer, dating back to her 
university experiences. The mention of the name/s triggered her repressed 
memories. 
 
Another ref flag is that she has omitted information on David Ferrie that had 
never been made public (though has been now via my own book). This 
information would have been known by anyone allegedly as close to him as she 
claimed to be.  In any case, I began checking a few more of her claims. 
 
Leslie Oswald/Leslie Howard and the Scarlet Pimpernel faux pas 



The first one I looked at involved the claim that Oswald had told her he modelled 
himself on the Scarlet Pimpernel during his various assignments undercover.  

Here is what she stated on 
Facebook (original capitalization 
kept): HERE'S THE MEMO WHERE 
LEE'S FAKE NAMES ARE LISTED--
AMONG THEM "LESLIE OSWALD"--
AS I'VE SAID FOR YEARS, LEE 
ADMIRED LESLIE HOWARD 
(PLAYED 'THE SCARLET PIMPERNEL 
AND WAS A BRITISH SPY) --AS THE 
BOOK ME & LEE TELLS YOU, LEE 
PATTERNED HIMSELF AFTER "THE 
SCARLET PIMPERNEL"--AND LESLIE 
HOWARD. NOW WE HAVE AN FBI 
MEMO SHOWING THIS PECULIAR 
NAME (FOR A MALE) WAS USED BY 
LEE. AND NOW YOU KNOW WHY." 
 
As I pointed out to Judyth, the 
name “Leslie Oswald” was not used 
by Lee Oswald. It was a clerical 
error in transcribing the name at 
the Texas School Book Depository. 
 

Her excuse when asked about her lapses into all caps is that her eyesight is poor. 
It sounds reasonable, though there are better ways around it, including using the 



browser zoom, or stretching the 
view area on her phone. The fact 
is, that the close observer of her 
over the years will note the caps 
only appear when she is highly 
excited - or highly agitated (or 
merely pretending to be either, 
for the desired effect). But 
getting down to the content.... 
the above was based on her 
finding an FBI document which 
listed all of Lee Oswald's AKAs 
("also known as" or aliases). The 
FBI, however, was being loose 
with the terminology. 
  
Now go back to her Facebook 
claim  "AS I'VE SAID FOR YEARS, 
LEE ADMIRED LESLIE HOWARD 
(PLAYED 'THE SCARLET 
PIMPERNEL AND WAS A BRITISH 
SPY)--AS THE BOOK ME & LEE 
TELLS YOU, LEE PATTERNED 
HIMSELF AFTER "THE SCARLET 
PIMPERNEL"--AND LESLIE 
HOWARD." 
 
A google search found no trace of Judyth telling anyone about Lee's alleged 
admiration for Howard. At least not in her online footprint. That one Facebook 
post seems to be her sole mention of it.  Additionally, she made no mention of 
Leslie Howard in her book. I believe now however, that I do owe an apology. I 
accused Judyth of knowing about the FBI list of "aliases" and sitting on it, so that 
she could use it later as a "Eureka" moment in finding proof of her assertions 
(themselves inspired by the name on the list).  No. Judyth apparently pulled the 
Pimpernel from her own imagination. After the book came out, finding the name 
"Leslie Oswald" was just a stroke of luck that she was able to (rather tenuously) 
tie to the Pimpernel story. The problem for Judyth was as suggested here - that 



she had not mentioned Leslie Howard - nor the movie in which he played the 
Pimpernel as she claimed she constantly did. Here is what she said in the book: 
 

"Have you ever read the Scarlet Pimpernel?" Lee asked, suddenly? 
"Baroness Orczy's books?"  I asked. 
"Then you have!" he said, quite pleased. "Good."  
 

Debating Ms. Baker online is not welcome. Not by her; not by her followers and I 
was tag-teamed by her and her supporters. Some of the tactics used included 
describing my posts as inconsequential minutiae with no impact on the Big 
Picture.  It is a tactic employed by zealots on both sides of the picket fence which 
seeks to obliterate the idea that the Big Picture is made entirely of tiny dot points. 
Pixels that when put together, show what the Big Picture is – or isn’t – a picture 
that is not beholden to tribalism, agendas, or the requirements of theories. One 
false pixel and that Big Picture is suddenly a fuzzy Polaroid being hawked and 
interpreted on InfoWars by Jim Fetzer.                                                                                                                                             
 
My response? If the subjects were insignificant, why were they raised for 
discussion by judyth and/or her supporters? I also reminded them that the details 
are where the devil resides.   
 
That tack dead, they switched to insisting I had provided no evidence and was 
lying. Each time that was said, I posted the evidence again. When that failed to 
stop the repeated requests for what had now been provided multiple times, I 
asked that they prove I had provided no evidence and was lying by quoting from 
my past posts. No one took up the suggestion.  
 
Their next tactic was nothing but sheer lunatic desperation. They tried to claim 
that I could not know anything about it, and nor did I have any right to debate it 
because I live in Australia! In short, they tried to deflect every which way, and 
when forced to make some sort of actual response, they simply repeated what i 
had already debunked, or tried to deflect by bringing up my country of residence.  
 
One other thing did come out of it. Their inability to understand documentation 
was probably not fake. That inability, at least some of the time, was quite 
genuine.   
 



How did Lee Oswald get the job at Reily's?  
According to Judyth's book, she and Lee's jobs at Reily's were "prearranged". 
 
The reality: His Aunt Lilian Murret with whom he was staying, told the Warren 
Commission that "... the next day, Monday, well, he went back to his job hunting 
again, and he continued that way until one morning he saw this job with the Riley 
[sic]Coffee Co., and he went down and applied and he got the job, and he came 
home waving the newspaper and he grabbed me around the neck, and he even 
kissed me, and he said, 'I got it; I got it!'" 
 
Here is the ad for the vacancy.  

 
A 1967 newspaper report further 
clarified that Oswald was in fact, 
recommended for the job by another 
relative – an uncle named William. 

 
 

Washington Post, May 5, 1967.  
 
Where did Lee Oswald work in the 
first week? 
According to Judyth's book, she and 
Lee both started at Standard Coffee at 725 Magazine St (with Reily being located 
at 640) on the same day – May 10. The purpose of this was to avoid a proper 
background check on Oswald. Judyth would forge the background checks for 
Standard so that one would not be requested by Reily after transferring there. 
 
The reality: Judyth relies rather heavily on the Retail Credit Bureau report which 
contains what we know in hindsight, is false information. She represents this false 
information as proof that she was the author of it.  However, the FBI, during its 
investigation of Oswald's background, concluded after obtaining a copy of the 
report and interviewing the investigator, who signed off on it, Henry 
Desmare,  that  "It appears Desmare falsified report and made no contact with 
anyone other than Oswald's aunt."   
 



The practice of falsifying credit and background reports was and is still very 
widespread. Desmare did nothing that was not common practice (See Bloomberg 
article, Federal Background Checks Faked by Some Investigators dated November 
4, 2013). According to the story, one investigator alone filed 1,600 phony reports 
over an 18-month period. Moreover, the Fair Credit Reporting Act, 1973 came 
about partially because of reports being made up out of whole cloth.  
 
There can be no doubt that Retail Credit Bureau produced the useless background 
check. The other issue arising from this is the Credit Report being done in the 
name of Standard Coffee Co, leading to Judyth claiming it as additional proof that 
Oswald commenced at Standard Coffee before transferring. What this really is, is 
proof that Judyth is fabricating. William B Reily & Co was the umbrella company, 
with Standard being the door to door sales subsidiary. Since the company did not 
need two separate customer codes with the Credit Bureau - it maintained only 
one. That code was under Standard Coffee - but it covered the whole company. 
The office at 725 Magazine was simply the sales office for the Standard Coffee 
brand name sold to offices and homes by mobile sale staff. The main office and 
the coffee plant itself, was located at 640 Magazine Street. The report does state 
that Oswald "is employed as a Maintenance Man for the Standard Coffee 
Company and has been so engaged for the past week."  The credit check was 
finalized on the 16th and Oswald had started paid work on the 13th after a job 
interview on the 9th. It states “Standard Coffee” only because, as shown above, 
that was the code they had for both Standard and Reily, and the Credit Bureau 
had no way of discerning beyond that. The big clue is he "is employed as a 
Maintenance Man". The sales office at 725 simply had no need of a "Maintenance 
Man". He would have been sitting around all week (or off helping in the cancer 
labs!). In fact, if he was employed at 725, why not just leave him there 
"employed" as a salesman? That would have been a perfect cover for 
disappearing all day to help kill Castro. It would also have negated the need for 
Judyth to be employed at Reily at all, since she claims her role there was to cover 
for him. 
 
Despite her claim that they both transferred to the factory building, not only is 
the evidence lacking that Lee ever worked in the sales office, there is no evidence 
that Judyth ever transferred. 
 
Which raises the issue of whether she ever even met Lee. The Oswald she most 



likely knew, if any, was Lee’s second cousin, William Stout Oswald. William was a 
teacher who sold coffee for Standard during Summer vacation. He was also single, 
and being a college educated teacher, more closely matched to Judyth (or at least 
to Judyth’s aspirations) than Lee. Was it William she had an affair with? And who 
really cares if she did? There was a lot more to be gained by “recalling” an affair 
with Lee.  
  

 
 
What are the facts about the A-I Employment Agency? 
Judyth's story is that she was charged incorrectly for a job referral by A-I and that 
on May 15 (as a birthday present for her) Lee went to the agency on the pretext 
of still being unemployed but with the real purpose of  getting them to fix the 
"error" on the charge.  Whilst there, he was referred to a job as a photographer, 
but had no intention of attending for the interview since he was already 
employed. He was, according to judyth, able to get the charge halved. 
Remarkably, she has reproduced a copy of the check she paid them, along with a 
copy of A-I's deposit slip in her book! She then claims to be able to prove the 
amount is half of what was originally owed by telling readers that the contract can 
be seen in the WC records! It most certainly cannot. She is referring 
to Oswald's contract with the agency - and what it shows is a scale of fees 
depending on the service provided among other possible considerations.  
 
Simply put, Oswald did not go to the agency on May 15. Had he done so, there 
would be no need for any ruse about still being unemployed. It would have been 
very easy to address the alleged over-charge without any such cover story. In fact, 
the alleged cover story would just serve to make it difficult to segue over to an 
alleged overcharge of a "friend". Nor was he referred to Weber Photographers on 
May 15. Since he had not supplied A-I with a phone number, A-1 sent a Western 
Union Telegram on May 13 to advise him that they had arranged a job interview 



on May 15. When Judyth and I discussed this on her Facebook group, her 
attempts to explain it away were not convincing, Not at all. She tried to 
claim that A-I did not contact clients about job vacancies. They relied on clients 
phoning them or attending the office to check for vacancies. Unfortunately for 
Judyth I have worked in the industry, but it should be perfectly obvious to anyone 
that any company relying on clients to always be motivated and show initiative is 
going to go broke. Employment agencies contact clients, end of story! And in 
those days, they did so by telegram if there was no phone number provided.  
 

 
 



Above, Lee Oswald’s A-1 employment contract as seen in the WC volumes. Judyth 
claimed in her book that this was her contract. 

  
Above shows that Oswald did not attend the A-1 office on the pretext of still 
looking for work on May 15 and get a referral for a job on that date as Judyth 
claimed. He was sent a telegram on the 13th to attend an interview on the 15th at 
Weber Photography. The appointment was not kept because he had already 
started at Reily.  
 
What else can we learn from the above? 
Judyth is a master manipulator who has woven her story around errors and 
misconceptions she and others have had about the meaning of some of the 
records. She has also incorporated names and information she has gleaned from 
researchers over the years as indicated earlier. 
 
In fact, in her third book, written after those Facebook debates, she dropped any 
reference to herself being the author of the Standard Coffee background reports.  
What she stated in the last book was “Judyth and Lee began work at Standard the 
next day. Next, their records were laundered, and fake background reports were 
generated for them. A week later, Lee and Judyth (and their laundered records) 
were transferred to William B. Reily Coffee.” Note that the reference to 
background reports has suddenly become vague, a clever way of not actually 
contradicting her previous book, but without repeating the lie.  
 
This is the timeline according to the documentation. 
 



Sun Apr 28: Oswald contacts relatives and is told by an uncle about a job 
advertised at Standard Coffee for a Maintenance Man 
Thur, May 9 - Oswald Interviewed for position at Reily coffee plant 
Fri, May 10 - Oswald attends Reily again and completes paperwork. Judyth 
commences at the sales office in a different building and probably meets William 
Oswald, Lee’s second cousin 
Mon, May 13 – Oswald’s first day of paid work 
 

  
 

 
 Note: the first docket is for the week ending Fri 5/17... therefore confirming his 
first day of paid work was Mon 13/5 – not the 9th or the 10th, whichever date 
Judyth now supports. 
 



 

 
Hand-written date in left margin seems to indicate a proposed start date. It says 
either 5/13 or 5/15. Since however, the pay dockets indicate a start on May 13, it 
can be taken as indicating that date. Judyth’s claim then, that they both started 
work together is incorrect. 
 
Judyth is yet to attempt to give an adequate explanation for claiming she had 
been telling people for years about Lee's admiration for Leslie Howard, despite no 
evidence of this on the web - let alone in her book. 
   
Judyth is yet to give an adequate explanation as to why Lee had to move from 725 
where he could disappear all day without question as a traveling salesmen, to 
Reily's - where any such absences would be (and were!) easily noticed. 
  
Judyth is yet to rebut that the FBI identified the Credit Bureau report as bogus 
and identified Desmare as the author. Desmare made no denials about his 
authorship of it. As shown, providing bogus credit checks is a longstanding 
problem in the industry and what Desmare did was not out of the ordinary in any 
way shape or form.  
   



Judyth is yet to rebut my evidence that Oswald was never at the A-1 Employment 
agency on May 15 - nor was he referred to Weber Photography on that date. Her 
attempt to explain this away previously was laughably inane.  
   
Possibly most important of all - because it absolutely reeks of withholding 
information that could be used to evaluate her claims - is her lack of ever 
mentioning that another Oswald - William Stout Oswald, III - started in the 
Standard Coffee office at 725 about the same time she did. Yes, it is possible she 
knew both - but if she did only know one, it was almost certainly William. 
 
Medical scams 
As with any good cult leader, Judyth does not have to work too hard to fleece her 
flock. 
 
The need for medical treatment for herself is one that she has employed a couple 
of times. In the latest episode, preceding the 2019 conference, she claimed that 
she had fallen over at Olney University and needed an operation on her neck as a 
result. She further explained that she did not want to sue the small university and 
cause its insurance premiums to rise. Instead, she wanted to have the operation 
in Europe where it could be done much cheaper. The money came flooding in. 
Upon reading this on her Facebook page, I predicted that there would be no 
operation (as none was needed). I was right.  
 
The operation was cancelled - the first time because she was too run down with 
pain - the second time we will get to later. 
 
So, no operation for now, but they did supply her with a neck brace and she duly 
posted photos of herself wearing it, along with a photo of all the meds she had 
been prescribed. She never did get around however, to naming the hospital so 
that her followers could send a card or flowers.  She told followers around the 
time that “If these steps [surgeries] are not taken, my arms will become 
paralyzed." 
 
Out of curiosity, I checked what all the meds she showed in the photos were used 
for, since in her original post on the subject, she had claimed, "As it is, the pain is 
so great in almost every position I try to take, especially lying down, that the tears 
come, as electric 'shocks' course down my arms and into my thumbs and two 



nearby figers [sic] on both arms, plus excruciating headaches. Can hold my 
paitbrush [sic] only a few minutes at a time because my hands are numb, and my 
arms are getting weaker and weaker, though I lift weights as much as possible to 
stop the musvcle [sic] damage." 
 
Klarmin is an antibacterial drug for general use. Macrolide antibiotic used to treat 
bacterial infections. It is recommended for the treatment of upper and lower 
respiratory tract infections, pneumonia and folliculitis. 
 
Monural-- for treatment in acute cystitis.  Cystitis is an infection of the bladder 
that almost always follows (is secondary to) bacterial infection in the urine. It is 
the most common type of urinary tract infection (UTI), particularly in women. 
 
Osłonka Normal is a dietary supplement intended for use in supplementing the 
diet during and after antibiotic therapy 
 
levopront is a cough suppressant. 
 
Neurovit is a group of water soluble vitamins used in treatment of anemia due to 
B12-deficiency conditions; in the complex therapy for iron and posthemorrhagic 
anemia; aplastic anemia caused by toxic substances and drugs; liver disease 
(hepatitis, cirrhosis); funicular myelosis; polyneuritis, radiculitis, neuralgia, 
amyotrophic lateral sclerosis; children cerebral palsy, Down syndrome, 
peripheral nerve injury; skin diseases (psoriasis, photodermatosis, herpetiformis 
dermatitis, neurodermatitis); to prevent and treat symptoms of deficiency of 
Neurovit (Vitamin B12 - Cyanocobalamin) including the application of biguanide, 
PASA, vitamin C in high doses; radiation sickness. 
  
Diclo Duo is a preparation used in rheumatology and orthopedics of traumatology 
of the musculoskeletal system and for the treatment of rheumatic diseases and 
post-traumatic inflammation of the limbs. Diclo Duo has analgesic, anti-
inflammatory and antipyretic properties. It is issued on prescription. 
 
Efferalgan codeine - effervescent tablets contain paracetamol and codeine. 
Paracetamol is an analgesic (relieves pain) and an antipyretic (lowers raised 
temperatures). Codeine belongs to a group of medicines called opioid analgesics 
which act to relieve pain. 



 
The only meds listed that could possibly be relevant to her alleged neck injury 
would be Dicto Duo and codeine. But Dicto Duo is also used for rheumatic 
conditions and the pain medication would not be strong enough to deal with the 
“excrutiating” headaches along with “electric shock” pain radiating down her 
arms as she described. What this group of meds looks like is that she was being 
treated for cystitis, a chest infection, anemia and rheumatoid arthritis.  
 
So… because of other medical issues now apparent, including low blood pressure, 
she was told she could not have one major surgery, but it could still be done in 
three smaller operations. However, these operations would need to be done in 
another (unspecified) country. 
 
More money flooded in. 
 
Then, in another dispatch from Europe, she posted a photo of her leg showing a 
large rough red area. This, she explained, was the result of a “poisonous” spider 
bite while waiting for a flight back to Warsaw from Finland (so it seems the three 
operations would take place in Helsinki)! She was having a nap on a bench waiting 
to fly back to Poland she said, for “EMG, then shots into neck vertebrae…” but of 
course, delayed because of this latest incident. She may as well have added, let 
the speculation begin… and begin it did. Right into the rabbit hole she hoped for. 
It took no time at all before her followers posted a flood of accusations that the 
CIA was responsible. After all, they reflected, how many spiders do you ever see 
at airports and how many poisonous spiders could there possibly be in Finland 
anyway?  None, according to Judyth. 
 

Judy’s leg photo posted after the alleged 
incident. 
 
This is part of her accompanying message: 
 
Leg blew up like a sausage; went all the way 
down my foot. Now better, after emergency 
treatment. Photo July 5.now must wait 15 
days before they will proceed. There are no 

poisonous spiders in Finland, so this must have come in on somebody's bags; this 



wait costs a lot in rent bills, but still cheaper than flying back... Thanks to your 
tremendous help through all of this, have the means to not have to sleep in 
airports all the time, LOL! Diagnosis: cellulitis...see photo 2... "... if there are red 
streaks traveling from the infected site, the infection is more dangerous and could 
be cellulitis. Cellulitis is a bacterial skin infection that causes the skin to get red, 
hot and tender. In severe cases the skin may even blister. The infection can spread 
further from the wound site if it’s left untreated and can be potentially life-
threatening." 
 
The quoted section at the end seems to be a copy and paste from the web. It 
seems she made the diagnosis herself.  
 
And once again, she is wrong. I should know. Unlike Judyth, I really was bitten by 
a spider and did indeed, have the cellulitis red streaks running the length of my 
leg. By the time my wife got me to hospital, I could no longer walk, and was on 
crutches for another month after being discharged a week later. It was most likely 
from a White-Tail spider that had been hiding in my shoe and it is infection from 
the bite, rather than any poison that causes the problem.   
 
At some point in the discussion with her followers, she realized that the photo she 
posted shows the real issue – a pressure sock. She tried to get around it by saying 
“yes, two small puncture holes...but had to get on the plane right way... the SOCK 
ON MY LEG made a pressure mark, and that is how the cellulitis got going... 
however, the bite itself was quite painful.” Note that no puncture marks are 
visible in either photo posted. 
 
What we see in the photos is not cellulitis. It is venous eczema… caused by 
increased pressure on the leg veins – in this case… from the pressure sock she 
belatedly admitted she was wearing! 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



The final blow to having any surgery at all came next with a claim that an MRI had 
shown an aneurism.  
 
But what to do about all the money she had been sent? No problem. Continue to 
play on sympathy and asking with as much humility she could muster if she could 
use the money instead for a mobility scooter. Apparently the ancient and 
weathered roads of Serbia – her home base – are not easy to travel on foot. 
 
Here is the full dispatch.   

 
“UPDATE ON NECK INJURY: As you know, operation was canceled due to an 
aneurysm: trying other options, after rejecting $$$ injections that proved 
ineffective & possibly dangerous. Now feel I need your permission, dear 
friends who sent donations to help, if it's OK to get a mobility cart to help 
get around. Can no longer walk very far, and condition is not improving. If 
you do not agree as to the use of these funds for that reason, for a refund, 
please write to judythvarybaker@gmail.com and will return your 
contribution, or any part of it you deem proper. Asking for donations was 
my only recourse, but it is my responsibility to report to you how it's been 
used. Thank you for being my friends, and for all you've done to help! Will 
have to use some therapy methods from now on, to try to keep as mobile 
as possible & also save use of my arms but walking very far is now difficult. 
Therapy costs will be part of my life from now on, but to be able to get to a 
grocery store safely will also be a problem without mobility help. So 
hopefully, it is okay with you if I get a mobility cart? Please let me 
know!  <3  <3  <3  <3 Judyth” 
 

Pitch perfect! 
 
There are just two small parts I would like to zero in on.  
 
“Asking for donations was my only recourse.” 
 
No, it wasn’t. Suing Olney University was the first and best option.  Assuming 
there was something to sue for at all. 
 



 "also came here (Serbia) for cheaper physical therapy."  
 
Good idea! Go to a country that has an underfunded, broken and corrupt health 
system where even the locals prefer folk remedies to their own doctors and 
hospitals.  
 
From Wiki 
 

Culture of healthcare in Serbia 
The culture of healthcare in Serbia may be considered very corrupt. Self-
care is mainly practiced when a patient is already ill versus as a 
preventative measure. Care is usually sought from healthcare professionals 
such as doctors or nurses where bribes are commonly expected, but some 
folk medications are used such as teas, vinegar, herbs, and vitamins. 
Changes in activity levels such as more rest or increased exercise are 
sometimes used as curative measures for illness, and perceived causes of 
illness may be improper diet or fate. Hjelm, Bard, Nyberg, and Apelqvist 
(2005) state that most former Yugoslavians feel health is not the absence of 
disease, but rather it is “wealth and the most important thing in life…to 
have enough strength” (p. 51). 

 
Thankfully though, judging from her appearance at her November conference, the 
prayers of her followers were granted. No sign of paralysis in the arms or loss of 
ability to walk as she claims she was told to expect without surgery. Halleluiah 
brothers and sisters! 
 
So good did the prayers work, she did not even need pain medication any more, 
telling her followers "Didn't even take ONE of the pain killers they prescribed, 
though have kept them if the pain gets too bad in the future or to donate to 
someone in need who is poorer than I am."  
 
Miracles do happen. If Judyth would embrace Catholicism, I can see sainthood as 
a viable option.  
 
Conference scams  
Getting closer to the conferences, she was at it again. In early November 2019, 

she posted the following. My comments interspersed: 



==update! UNBELIEVABLE, OUR BANK CARD HAS JUST BEEN BLOCKED!!! 
BANK OF AMERICA WAS SUPPOSED TO BE WATCHING THAT CARD SO THIS 
WOULDN'T HAPPEN AGAIN! 
 

Only one reason for this: suspected unauthorized usage. Is this a personal 
account? If so why, since the conference is operated by a limited liability company 
Judyth started? 
 
If it is a company account (as it should be), Judyth should know she cannot use it 
for personal costs. 
 

 WHEN IT STOPPED WORKING, MADE CALL (CALL FINISHED JUST MINUTES 
AGO). AND ALL MY SOCIAL SECURITY DATA HAS BEEN CHANGED SO I 
COULD NOT PASS THEIR QUESTIONS. THEY SAY I'M SUPPOSED TO KNOW A 
'KATHY BAKER' AS A FAMILY MEMBER! SO I 'FLUNKED'... 
 

The idea that the bank would give you the answers to security questions is 
laughable. 
 

ONCE AGAIN, HAVE TO GO TO THE BANK AND STRAIGHTEN THIS OUT (LAST 
TIME, THAT FORCED ME TO MAKE AN EXPENSIVE TRIP TO THE USA. THANK 
GOD, AM IN THE USA NOW!) ==God be with us!== 
 

Nowhere here is she claiming any money was "stolen" from the bank or paypal 
accounts, although that may be what she wants the rubes to believe. And it seems 
very odd that it took about 3 weeks to notice that ticket sales were blocked. Not 
that it mattered because she admits later in the thread that it is now almost sold 
out. So, the real problem appears to be not so much missing money but being 
blocked from accessing it - which in the usual course of events, is a pain, but easily 
fixable. All in all, it's hard to understand what the extra funds are really needed 
for. If it is just a cash flow problem, borrow it off Milligan until it's sorted out.  
 
But we all know what the real problem is. 

 
The date of the Conference on our Facebook page was changed from 2019 
to 2018. We even had a lawsuit threat, that if we did not remove five 
speakers, a court order would shut us down! We proved that we did 



nothing wrong and heard no more from them, thanks to a wonderful 
lawyer who helped. This effort to destroy the conference began 
SEPTEMBER 11, (notice the date?) with the lawsuit threat. BUT WHO 
WOULD WANT TO SHUT US DOWN? We must be getting under somebody's 
skin! 
 

I would! So, I must be the guilty party and I never even knew it! Judy has cleverly 
outmaneuvered me into a confession... 
 
May Yahweh have mercy on my Rubber Soul... 
 
So where is the pitch? 
 
Right here. 
 

So, if you can spare a few dollars to help, it is deeply appreciated! With the 
ever-emerging torrent of newly processed information, we're growing 
closer to the healing and resolution we have all deserved and needed for 
over 55 years. Help us maintain the pressure and energy which is causing 
good to emerge from behind the clouds. 
 
With all my love and THANK YOU! 
 

And of course, the money rolled in once again – all without even stating any 
money was missing and needed replacing, or even what the new donations would 
be used for. 
 
So now we come full circle. I believe what Judyth has been angling for all along is 
a movie deal. Will she get one, or will justice and little things called facts catch up 
with her before then and bite her on the fanny?   
 
I have read that those who have met her find her sincere and friendly; a nice 
person. That doesn’t surprise. But I say to those people, point out some of the 
flaws in her story and see how nice she is after that.  
 
While I cannot say she is a sociopath, what can be said with absolute confidence is 
that she shares many of their traits. 

https://www.bustle.com/p/13-common-mind-games-sociopaths-play-in-everyday-life-to-watch-out-for-2975623


Does anyone even care about facts anymore? The more she pushes into the 
mainstream as the “face” of this community, the less chance the facts have of 
reaching the surface… because she and her followers and successors will be the 
“go-to” people, not just for alternative media, but also the mainstream.  Yet I am 
continually told that I should ignore her. I would love to. And I will. As soon as 
everyone else in this community stops taking her handouts to speak at her 
conferences. As soon as everyone stops endorsing her with their presence at her 
conferences. I don’t know of any other group who shrugs off being led by an 
easily proven fraud and con artist as if it doesn’t matter. It matters! It demeans us 
all. 
 
Stay tuned.  
 
Further reading 
Finding Judyth 
Judyth Vary Baker – in her own words 
John McAdams and Judyth Baker  
Fetzering Against Rational Thought 
List of google group threads 

http://findingjudyth.blogspot.com/
https://www.amazon.com/Judyth-Vary-Baker-Edited-Commentary-ebook/dp/B07RH9FXBG
http://educationforum.ipbhost.com/topic/1758-john-mcadams-and-judyth-baker/
http://educationforum.ipbhost.com/topic/1758-john-mcadams-and-judyth-baker/
http://www.bpete1969.com/2018/03/judyth-vary-baker-in.html
https://groups.google.com/forum/#!searchin/alt.assassination.jfk/judyth$20baker%7Csort:date

